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In recent months, Pope Leo XIV has dedicated several of his
Wednesday catechesis to the Dogmatic Constitution Lumen
Gentium: among all the documents of the Council, the Servant of
God Guglielmo Giaquinta held a particular fondness for it, both
because of his filial love for the Church and, above all, because it
confirmed that intuition, which had sprung up like a light in the
darkness, as seed hidden in the good soil of his heart, could grow
and bear much fruit. It all began in his ordinary life as a priest
(prayer, attentive listening, and dedication to others); there, he
came to understand that the infinite love of God the Father,
manifested in Christ, is meant for every person and meets the deep
need for love that each person carries in their heart, sometimes
without understanding it.

With the courage of the prophets, the Servant of God undertook
that mission which, unexpectedly, the Council would later propose
as a universal vocation: holiness. Monsignor Giaquinta hoped that
the Council would address this point, so much so that, a few days
before the opening of the Council, on October 7, 1962, he said
during a retreat: “Think what joy and what comfort we would have,
above all we who affirm and spread the principle of the universal call
to holiness, if the Council, in one of its many articles, were to directly
or indirectly affirm the duty, the obligation, for all Christians to
become saints!”

This is why, in these pages, we wish to honor the Servant of God by
re-examining certain aspects of Lumen Gentium in light of his
thought, to thank the Lord for what He bestowed upon Giaquinta
and which, through his life and witness, continues to inspire in many
the desire to be apostles of the universal call to holiness.
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Inner Transformation on the Path to Holiness
Lilly Illickal (India)

The spiritual life is a
transcendent experience
that leads us to inner
transformation and,
according to the Servant of
God Guglielmo Giaquinta,
originates from a divine
encounter. Conversion,
therefore, is not merely a
passage from sin to grace,
but finds its fulfillment in the
fullness of love. 

Inner transformation is a
profound spiritual change
that reshapes one’s
perception of self and of the
world. It is not a sudden act,
but a gradual process of
inner work that involves
awareness, thoughts, and
habits, and leads to a
harmony between inner
values and outward actions.  
This interior transformation
takes place through the
grace of the Lord that we
receive through the
sacraments, which may be
described as “rivers of
holiness.”

Through the first sacrament,
Baptism, grace begins to
work within a person: God
has given us the grace of

Baptism so that we may
respond to the call to
holiness. Then Confirmation
and Reconciliation
constantly support and
nourish the development of
the interior life.  The
sacrament of the Eucharist
nourishes the soul so that it
may grow in holiness: when
we receive Holy Communion,
we receive the living Jesus.
He comes into us personally
and establishes with us a
transformative relationship
that strengthens our witness
to holiness.

The Dogmatic Constitution
Lumen Gentium (LG), the
cornerstone of the
documents of the Second
Vatican Council, explores the
mystery of the Church,
defining it as a spiritual
reality founded on Christ, His
Mystical Body, and the
sacrament of intimate union
with God and of the unity of
the entire human race (LG 1).
The document presents the
Church as the People of God,
within which Baptism
constitutes the common
denominator of all Christians
(LG 32). 

In this context, the ecclesial
community has the
fundamental task of
safeguarding and nurturing
the baptismal grace received
by each member of the
faithful.

Guglielmo Giaquinta defined
Baptism as a real “powder
keg of holiness.” In the
baptized person there resides
not merely a spark of the
divine, but an abundance of
grace that truly makes him a
child of God. Thanks to this
filial dignity, the believer can
turn to the Father, calling him
“Abba,” aware of his own
status as a son and heir, and
recognize in Christ a brother.

For the Servant of God
Guglielmo Giaquinta, holiness
is understood as the human
person’s maximum response
to God’s infinite love. This
response is experienced as
both a need and a filial duty
originating from Baptism.
This vocation is universal
since it concerns every
person, whether priest,
religious, or lay faithful (LG
40). The Holy Spirit, in fact,
moves hearts from within to
love God with all their
strength (Mk. 12:30), and to
love one another as Christ
has loved us (Jn. 13:34).
Holiness is a mission and a
way of life to be proposed to
all as the fulfillment of the
Christian faith; from this
stems the mandate of the
apostolate.
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The Church is the People of
God; therefore, the document
emphasizes the fundamental
equality of all the baptized.
All the faithful share in the
priesthood of Christ and are
called to play their part in the
mission. “But you are a
chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a
people for God’s own, so that
you may announce the
praises of Him who called
you out of darkness into His
marvelous light” (1 Pt. 2:9). 
The laity, like all the
baptized, have the specific
task of ordering temporal
realities—family, work,
society—according to God’s
will, bringing the Gospel into
the heart of the world. 

The Servant of God
Guglielmo Giaquinta began
his priestly ministry during
the dark times of the war and
the post-war period, devoting
himself to helping many
needy families. He felt in his
heart the lack of love among
people. Christ brought the
Good News and loved us to
the maximum by giving His
life for humanity. Therefore,
every Christian must
continue Christ’s work,
striving to be like Him, so
that through our own lives we
may become a living
embodiment of what Jesus
teaches. 

Thus the holiness of the
People of God will grow and
bear abundant fruit, as is
splendidly demonstrated in
the history of the Church
through the lives of so many
saints (LG 40). In the various
states of life and in the
various tasks, a single
holiness is cultivated by
those who are moved by the
Spirit of God and, obedient to
the voice of the Father and
worshiping Him in Spirit and
Truth, walk in the footsteps
of the poor, humble, and
cross-bearing Christ, in order
to merit a share in His glory.
Each person, according to his
own gifts and offices, must
advance without delay along
the path of living faith, which
enkindles hope (LG 41). 

To achieve this, the Servant
of God Guglielmo Giaquinta
considered formation of the
conscience important,
centered on anthropological
optimism and on a spirituality
that does not separate the
interior life from daily
actions, aiming to educate
the conscience to grasp
God’s infinite love, and to
respond with maximum love
in daily life.

In his thought, in fact, the
formation of conscience is
achieved through the
revolution of love, which
educates the heart to the
tenderness of the Father’s

face and love for one’s
neighbor. This love is
understood as compassion,
joy, and concrete service,
because man, despite
limitations and weaknesses,
is capable of responding to
God’s infinite love.  

Interior transformation and
conversion are the result of
the formation of conscience,
from which flows the witness
of holiness, constantly
nourished by the sacraments,
prayer, asceticism, the Word
of God, and the apostolate.
The formation of conscience
is the natural development of
the baptismal life, the growth
in awareness of the gift
received in Baptism. 

Monsignor Giaquinta’s
historic slogan, “All Saints,
All Brothers and Sisters,”
reflects the doctrine of
Lumen Gentium on the
universality of holiness,
closely linking it to the
urgency of social fraternity.
Today, it finds an
extraordinary resonance and
masterful explanation in
Pope Francis’ encyclical
Fratelli Tutti, dedicated to
fraternity and social
friendship.

To bring about interior
transformation, the Word of
God and the sacraments are
the places of encounter
between God and His people.
The Holy Spirit, given to the
Church on the day of
Pentecost, continues to
sanctify her and sanctifies
the People of God (LG 4). The
Church, both a human and
divine reality, continues her
mission of being a light to the
nations through the
consistent response of all her
members in living the Gospel
and bearing witness to
holiness.

"The saint is
the masterpiece

of God and of
humanity."

Guglielmo Giaquinta 
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Holiness, Leaven of Justice in the World
Marco Leone (Italy)

To speak of justice as a
concrete fruit of holiness in
society means moving
beyond an inward-looking,
personal vision of faith in
order to rediscover holiness
as a living force capable of
transforming history and
human structures. This is not
an abstract ideal, but a
tangible commitment—
standing both as a baptismal
vocation to be lived out
amidst the challenges of
modern technology and as a
prophetic drive toward
genuine fraternity.

This profound connection
unfolds through three major
points of reference: the
ecclesiological vision of
Lumen Gentium, the
contemporary horizon
outlined by Pope Leo XIV’s
encyclical Magnifica
Humanitas, and the spiritual
concreteness of Guglielmo
Giaquinta’s thought. 
The Dogmatic Constitution
Lumen Gentium of the
Second Vatican Council
brought holiness out of the
niches of private devotion
and entrusted it to the
responsibility of every
believer.

Chapter V establishes the
universal call to holiness: all
Christians, in every state or
condition of life, are called to
the fullness of Christian life
and to the perfection of
charity by which universal
holiness is fullfilled.

For the laity, this invitation is
not realized by fleeing from
the world, but by living in it:
“It is the special task of the
laity to order and to throw
light upon these affairs in
such a way that they may
come into being and then
continually increase
according to Christ to the
praise of the Creator and the
Redeemer” (LG 31). Social
justice thus becomes the
primary proving ground for
this holiness. To become holy
in the world means loving
one’s neighbor so that
political, economic, and
social structures respect
God’s plan for humanity.

While Lumen Gentium
provides the theological
foundation, Pope Leo XIV’s
Magnifica Humanitas applies
this mandate to the
complexities of our time,
addressing the digital
transition and the advent of
artificial intelligence as the
new great social issue. 

Drawing inspiration from Leo
XIII’s Rerum Novarum, 135
years after its publication,
Leo XIV reminds us that
justice cannot be separated

from contemporary
technocratic dynamics. In a
context where algorithms risk
determining social exclusion,
opaque decision-making, and
the precariousness of labor,
social holiness is expressed as
the safeguarding of what is
truly human through social
fraternity.

Cultivating justice today thus
becomes the “proving ground”
of authentic holiness, which
means:

Humanizing technology:
ensuring that the logic of
profit, algorithmic
efficiency, and power as
domination over others
does not trample upon the
dignity of the human
person;

Ensuring inclusion:
combating the digital
divide and cognitive
monopolies that
exacerbate inequalities;

Building the “civilization
of love”: promoting
technological and cultural
“disarmament,” directing
innovation toward
cooperation, truth, and
dignified labor, and
rejecting the use of
technology as an
instrument of domination
or war.
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The holiness of the Christian
today is measured by the
ability to navigate these
transformations, requiring an
ethic of responsibility that
prioritizes the human face and
human frailty. 

Monsignor Giaquinta offers
the link between the mystical
universe and social
commitment. He gave us his
vision of the universal call to
holiness, framed as a project
of concrete existential and
communal commitment,
founded on the concept of the
maximalism, the total
response of love.

For Giaquinta, holiness is not
a goal for a select few, but
the radical acceptance of
God’s love, which must
necessarily translate into a
revolution of fraternity. 

From this perspective, justice
is not a moral option, but the
minimum and indispensable
prerequisite for love itself.
One cannot love one’s
neighbor without first
recognizing what is due to
them in terms of dignity,
respect, and rights. This
approach urges us to move
beyond individualism to heal
relational and social
fractures. Justice is love that
becomes structure,
organizing itself to welcome

APOSTLES OF BROTHERHOOD

 Jesus, universal Brother,
 sent by the Father to reveal to us
 the mysteries of His infinite love,

 we give thanks to You
 for having called us to repeat to others

 the message of Your love and of Your Father’s love.

 Stay close to us, Lord, our Brother.
 

 When weariness, sadness, or discouragement
 descend upon us,

 remind us that as You and Your Mother
 accepted the weight of suffering on our account,

 so should we do the same 
 for our brothers and sisters. 

 Grant us the ability to be for others,
 for Your brothers and sisters 
and our brothers and sisters,

 Your light,
 Your heart, 
 Your hands,

 that we may walk with them toward You
 and together reach Our Father in Heaven.

 Amen.
Guglielmo Giaquinta 

others, combating collective
selfishness in order to build a
society in which every person
can discover and live
authentically as a brother or
sister.

In conclusion, justice as the
concrete fruit of holiness is a
challenge and an invitation
for every Christian and every
community. Living holiness
means striving every day for
justice that is not merely an
external norm, but a profound
expression of love and
respect for others, a supreme
value that makes society a
place of peace and true
humanity.



GUGLIELMO GIAQUINTA

6

In the spirituality of Bishop
Guglielmo Giaquinta, charity
is the heart of holiness. In
fact, charity is first a
theological virtue - a gift
from God that can only be
perfected by His grace. In
Love is Revolution, Bishop
Giaquinta says, "the first
relationship of holiness is the
personal one with God."

Similarly, Lumen Gentium
reminds us that "the first and
most necessary gift is love,
by which we love God above
all things and our neighbor
because of God." This puts us
in a posture of receptivity -
receiving the gift of charity
from the Father, through the
sacrifice of His Son Jesus,
and animated by the Holy
Spirit. The only logical
response to the love of God is
that "we must believe in love
and surrender ourselves to it"
(Love is Revolution).

This gift of charity sets our
hearts aflame with love for
God, first and above all
things. This means we love to
commune with Him in prayer
and receive Him in the
sacraments, especially at
Holy Mass. It also means that
we seek ardently to know His
commandments, to do His
will, and to grow in virtue
(Lumen Gentium 42).

With radical generosity God
has given us the gift of His

own maximal charity. We
must similarly show a radical
generosity toward our
brethren. Giaquinta
recognized that this
outpouring of charity from
God must be our model - for
"we have the complete model
of the love" (Love is
Revolution). In doing this, we
fulfill Jesus' imperative, "As I
have loved you, so you also
should love one another"
(John 13:34).

This charity, however, isn't
aimed at merely providing for
the worldly needs of our
brethren. It may include
material support, but the aim
of this charity is the holiness
of every person - for them to
know God, love Him, and
desire to do His will. This is
the dream of Bishop
Giaquinta, the so-called
"Utopia of Saints." Our goal is
a society in which all are
animated by charity and
ardently seeking the will of
God.

This desire for the holiness of
others must be animated not
by our desire to control
others. Rather, God's gift of
charity, "as the bond of
perfection and the fullness of
the law, rules over all the
means of attaining holiness
and gives life to those
same means"  (Lumen
Gentium 42).

Therefore, true charity has its
origins in our reception of love
from God, but it doesn't end
there. Bishop Giaquinta
reminds us that we are
"surrounded by other persons
for whom Christ died, and so
they are our brothers and
sisters in grace or must
become so" (Love is
Revolution). We seek the good
of our neighbors while also
surrendering to the love and
providence of God. He alone
can change hearts and save
souls. We can be His
instruments in concrete ways
by showing charity to those
individuals who God places in
our lives. We can pray for our
brother and ask God to inspire
our actions toward him.

To live this charity, we must
take steps to help our
brethren both individually and
as a society. In Love is
Revolution, Bishop Giaquinta
asserts that we must
strive to structure society so
to "help us live our vocation to
holiness." Again, this is the
aim of charity - that we may
be loved and sanctified by
God, and that we make it
easier for others to know and
be sanctified by Him.

In conclusion, Lumen
Gentium's thoughts on charity
echo those of Bishop
Giaquinta. He summarizes his
thoughts very succinctly:
"Jesus's message revolves
around these essential points:
the Father loves you; you must
love Him in return; you must
love one another" (Love is
Revolution)."Jesus is the

revolutionary of love."
Guglielmo Giaquinta 

Charity, the Heart of Holiness
Jimmy Owens (USA)



Bishop Giaquinta reflected
deeply on the ‘Upper Room’,
commonly referred to as ‘the
Cenacle’, where two central
events happened that formed
the Church, which are the Last
Supper and Pentecost. In the
collection of reflections from
the book The Cenacle, Bishop
Giaquinta peers into the
mystery of the Cenacle and
reveals some new aspects by
which we can receive more
graces for our prayer and our
life as disciples of Jesus and
apostles of holiness. 

As a Sodalis for 25 years and
having gone through
formation for about 10 years
with the Pro Sanctity
movement in Omaha,
Nebraska, I still marvel at
Bishop Giaquinta’s insights,
which inspire both priests and
laity. I would like to give a few
thoughts about how Bishop
Giaquinta related the two
central events of the Cenacle
to the Church.

In the sixth chapter of John’s
Gospel, we hear Jesus
teaching the ‘Bread of Life’
discourse. Jesus says that His
Flesh is true food and His
Blood is true drink. It is a

scandalous disclosure, and
many disciples leave because
this is a hard teaching.

Jesus asks the Apostles if they
will leave also, and Peter says,
‘Master, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of
everlasting life. We have come
to believe and are convinced
that you are the Holy One of
God’ (Jn 6:68-69). So the
Apostles later entered into the
Upper Room at the Last
Supper with this conviction.
When events of our own life or
those that are happening
around us and in the whole
world cause us to wonder if
God is present to us or when
we might doubt His will for us,
may we return to this same
conviction that Jesus is the
Holy One of God and He is the
Way, the Truth, and the Life.

In chapter 13 of John’s Gospel,
the Last Supper begins with
the washing of the feet. This
action demonstrates within
itself the deep reality that
Christ is, by nature and by
birth, the Servant. Christ
teaches that the entire Church
must be in service. Jesus calls
all disciples to a life of service.
Then the least will be the
greatest in Heaven. Bishop
Giaquinta notes that the
disciple must have a
disposition of poverty in order
to accomplish the directive to
serve one another in love. 

Bishop Giaquinta then reflects
that the Cenacle is the
starting point for the Church
because it is there that Jesus
promises the Holy Spirit will
minister in His power. The
Church of Christ, which today

is known as the Holy Catholic
Church, is animated by and
imbued with the Holy Spirit. It
is the Spirit who forms the
image of Christ in the Church,
in history, and in individual
souls. The Holy Spirit comes in
that second moment of the
Cenacle, which is the day of
Pentecost. May we invite the
Holy Spirit to guide our every
thought, word, and action.

Turning back to the Last
Supper, along with the
teaching that members of
Christ’s mystical Body must
be servants, Jesus also gives
the commandment of love.
‘This is how all will know that
you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another’ (Jn
13:35). Charity was the
defining characteristic of the
early Church. An early Church
Father, Tertullian, reports the
deep admiration of others for
Christians because of how
they love one another. Bishop
Giaquinta writes, ‘It is from the
commandment, born in the
Cenacle, that the great heroes
of love and charity, that is the
saints, have been generated.’
Bishop Giaquinta always
motivated us to pass beyond a
life of mediocrity to a life of
heroic virtue.

Bishop Giaquinta goes on to
reflect that a third tenet of the
Cenacle is the Eucharist, the
Bread that is broken. Here
Christ takes us into the heart
of the Church. Wherever there
is an altar on which the bishop
or a priest breaks Bread, there
is the particular Church.
Together, the various
particular Churches form the
Universal Church with the
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The Church as a place of Holiness
Rev. Carl Zoucha (USA)



For information and correspondenceFor information and correspondence

www.guglielmogiaquinta.org
info@guglielmogiaquinta.org

Prayer of IntercessionPrayer of Intercession
O loving God, Father of all goodness,
Christ our Redeemer, Spirit of Holiness,
in Your infinite and untiring love for us
You never fail to invite us to holiness.
We thank You because in Your servant,
Guglielmo Giaquinta,
You have made your gifts shine forth.
He contemplated the infinite love of Your Son
and he was a tireless apostle
of the Universal Call to Holiness.
We pray to You, if it is Your will,
to manifest in him Your glory
and by his intercession
to grant us the grace that we ask of You:
(Pause for your intention) Amen.
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Holy Father as the head.
Conversely, the Universal
Church gives special meaning
and history to the particular
Churches.  The focal point,
however, always remains the
same: the Church is born of the
Eucharist.

In my 28 years as a diocesan
priest of the Omaha
Archdiocese, and inspired by
Bishop Giaquinta’s writings, I
am still deeply moved when
celebrating Holy Mass either at
some of the most glorious
altars of cathedrals and
basilicas or at the most
simplest and unadorned altars
of little country churches.
Jesus Christ is present in His
Church, which has truly
fulfilled the command to go to
the ends of the earth to
proclaim the Good News.

The Servant of God continues
to unfold the mystery of the
Cenacle, thus the Church, by
noting that prayer is taught
and given life as Jesus prays
the high priestly prayer of
chapter 17 in John’s Gospel.
Jesus prayed, and still prays,
for the Church, and we must
pray with Him. The heart of
Christ is revealed in an unique
way as God gives Him glory.
Jesus prays for unity and
charity. Jesus reveals how, in a
mystical way, there will be an
indwelling of God the Father
and Jesus by the Holy Spirit in
each disciple who loves the
Holy Trinity. We will be
consecrated in truth, because
Jesus has consecrated
Himself for us. This mystery
becomes a spirituality of the
heart of Christ, and so a model
of spirituality for the Church, 

for the priesthood, and for
each one of us. 

Our Lady of Trust, so dear to
Bishop Giaquinta, is certainly
with us and desires that we
come to her son, Jesus. Jesus
offers us His Sacred Heart,
and Mary offers us her
Immaculate Heart. Mary was
present in the Cenacle on the
day of Pentecost, and she is
still present with us in the
Church.

Thus, the Church is a place of
holiness for all the disciples of
Jesus. I hope these brief
comments and reflections will
help us all to continue to
engage the writings of the
Founder of the Pro Sanctity
Movement and to be inspired
each and every day that we
will become saints! 
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